[Primary hyperparathyroidism complicated with flail chest due to severe osteoporosis].
We report a 61-year-old woman who was admitted to our hospital in August 2004 with severe hypercalcemia and osteoporosis. Although she was found to have hypercalcemia five years earlier, she has never been treated. The patient was transferred to our hospital for further management of a recently-identified left neck mass. Serum calcium level was 15.0 mg/dL and intact parathyroid hormone (PTH) 3,321 pg/mL. (99m)Tc-methoxyisobutylisonitrile (MIBI) scintigraphy showed marked accumulation in the left neck. We diagnosed the tumor as parathyroid gland tumor and it was enucleated surgically. Although serum Ca level returned to normal after surgery, the patient suffered multiple rib fractures, complicated with marked paradoxical breathing. Internal fixation of the thorax was necessary due to deterioration of the heart failure. Progression of severe osteoporosis was associated with multiple fractures of the ribs and other serious complications including congestive heart failure occurred after surgery, reflecting the extreme difficulty in treating this patient.